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Multiuser Multi-Hop MIMO Relay Systems with
Correlated Fading Channels

Yue Rong, Senior Member, IEEE, and Yong Xiang

Abstract—In this letter, we address multiuser multi-hop
multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) relay communication
systems with correlated MIMO fading channels. In particular,
we consider the practical scenario where the channel fading is
fast and thus the instantaneous channel state information (CSI)
is only available at the destination node, but unknown at all users
and all relay nodes. We derive the structure of the optimal user
precoding matrices and relay amplifying matrices that maximizes
the users-destination ergodic sum mutual information. Compared
with existing works, our results are more general, since we
address multiuser scenarios, consider MIMO relays with a finite
dimension, and take into account the noise vector at each relay
node.

Index Terms—Channel correlation, MIMO relay, multi-hop
relay, multiuser.

I. INTRODUCTION

ON-regenerative multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO)

relay communication systems have been recently investi-
gated under various assumptions on the availability of channel
state information (CSI) [1]-[8]. Given the instantancous CSI
of all hops, the optimal source precoding matrix and relay am-
plifying matrices of a single-user multi-hop relay system were
developed in [2] for a broad class of commonly used objective
functions in MIMO system design. A minimal mean-squared
error (MMSE)-based optimal two-hop multiuser MIMO relay
system has been recently proposed in [3] where the instan-
taneous CSI is known. In [4], the source and relay matrices
were optimized for a single-user two-hop relay system where
the instantaneous source-relay CSI is available, while only the
covariance matrix of the relay-destination channel is known
at the relay node. The ergodic mutual information (MI) of a
two-hop MIMO relay channel with a large number of antennas
has been analyzed in [5] and [6] using the information on the
covariance matrices of MIMO channels. The exact analytic
form of the ergodic capacity of a two-hop amplify-and-forward
MIMO relay channel with finite dimension has been recently
derived in [7]. In [8], by neglecting the noise at all the relay
nodes, Fawaz et al. derived the optimal source and relay
matrices of a single-user multi-hop MIMO relay system with
correlated fading channels.
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In this letter, we focus on multiaccess communication
through multi-hop linear non-regenerative relays. We consider
the practical scenario where the channel fading is fast and thus
the instantaneous CSI is only available at the destination node,
but unknown at other nodes. We assume that each MIMO
channel is correlated at both the transmit and the receive side,
each user knows the correlation matrix of the first hop channel,
and each relay node has the knowledge on the correlation
matrices of its direct backward and forward channel. Based on
the knowledge of the channel correlation matrices, we show
that to optimize the users-destination ergodic sum MI, the
optimal precoding matrix at each user is the product of the
eigenvector matrix of the transmit side correlation matrix of
the first-hop channel and a diagonal power loading matrix.
And the optimal amplifying matrix at each relay node is
the product of the eigenvector matrix of the transmit side
correlation matrix of the forward channel, a diagonal power
loading matrix, and Hermitian transpose of the eigenvector
matrix of the receive side correlation matrix of the backward
channel. Compared with existing works in this area (for
example [5], [6], [8]), our results in this letter are more
general, since we address multiuser scenarios, consider MIMO
relays with a finite dimension, and take into account the noise
vector at all relay nodes. Another advantage of our algorithm
is that power allocation is computed locally at each node based
on the local knowledge on the channel correlation.

The rest of this letter is organized as follows. In Section II,
we introduce the model of a multi-hop linear non-regenerative
multiaccess MIMO relay communication system. The pro-
posed user and relay matrices design algorithm is presented in
Section III. In Section IV, we show some numerical examples.
Conclusions are drawn in Section V.

II. SYSTEM MODEL

We consider a multiaccess system with IV, users simultane-
ously transmitting information to a common destination node
through L — 1 relay nodes as illustrated in Fig. 1. We assume
that the ¢th user has M; antennas, i = 1,--- , N, the [th relay
node is equipped with N; antennas, [ = 1,--- , L — 1, and the
destination node has N, antennas. We denote Ny = va:i‘l M;
as the total number of independent data streams from all
users. For a linear non-regenerative MIMO relay system with
a linear receiver at the destination node, there should be
Ny < min(Ny,---,Nyp), since otherwise the system can
not support Ny active symbols in each transmission. This
condition establishes the upper-bound for the total number
of data streams that can be concurrently transmitted from all
users.

The M; x 1 modulated signal vector s; at the ith user is
linearly precoded by the M; x M; user precoding matrix B;,
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Fig. 1.

and the precoded signal vector u; = B;s; is transmitted to
the first relay node. The N; x 1 signal vector y; received at
the first relay node is given by

Ny
yi=> Gaui+vi2Hixi+v ey
i=1

where G;, i = 1,---, N, is the N7 x M; MIMO channel
matrix between the first relay node and the ith user, v is the
N; x 1 independent and identically distributed (i.i.d.) additive
white Gaussian noise (AWGN) vector at the first relay node,

_ A [T T 1T
xl—Fls,s—[sl,n-,sNu] , and

H; £ [Gy,---,Gn,],

Here H; is the equivalent N; x Ny first-hop MIMO channel,
F; is the equivalent Ny x Ny block diagonal user precoding
matrix, s is an Ny X 1 vector containing source symbols
from all users, bd(-) stands for a block diagonal matrix,
and (-)7 denotes matrix (vector) transpose. We assume that
E[ss?] = I,, where E[/] stands for the statistical expectation,
() denotes the Hermitian transpose, and I,, is an n x n
identity matrix.

Using a linear nonregenerative relay matrix at each relay as
in [1]-[8], the input-output relationship at the /th relay nodes
is

Fi £bd(By,---,By,). (2)

xXi+1 = Fipyi, l=1,---,L—1 (3)

where Fjq, 1 = 1,--- L — 1, is the N; x N; amplifying

matrix at the [th relay node, and y;, [ =1,--- L — 1, is the
N x 1 signal vector received at the [th relay node written as
YZ:HZXZ+VZ7 l:17aL_1 (4)

where H;, [ =1,--- ,L—1, is the N; x N;_; MIMO channel
matrix of the I[th hop, and v; is the i.i.d. AWGN vector at
the I/th relay node. We assume that all noises are complex
circularly symmetric with zero mean and unit variance.
From (1)-(4), the received signal vector at the destination
node is given by
yL=As+vV (5

where A is the equivalent MIMO channel matrix from all
users to the destination, and v is the equivalent noise vector
at the destination node given by [2]

1 L

l
A= ®(H1FZ), vV = (®(HiFi)Vl_1)+VL. (6)

i=L =2 =L

H
> X—3>-'o F; L YL

Block diagram of an NN, -user L-hop linear non-regenerative MIMO relay communication system.

Here for matrices X;, ®f:l (X;) £ X, - -- X}, The covariance
matrix of v in (6) is given by

L l L

Co=>_ (®(H2Fz) ®(F1HH1H)) +1In,-

=2 i=L i=l
We would like to mention that the system model (3)-(5) is
applicable for relays working in full-duplex mode as in [8] or
half-duplex mode as in [1]-[3].

We assume that the channel fading is fast and thus the
instantaneous CSI of A is only available at the destination
node, but unknown at all users and all relay nodes. We also
assume that each MIMO channel is correlated at both the
transmit and receive side. Let us introduce ®;; and ©,.; as
the correlation matrix at the transmit and receive side of Hj,
l=2,---, L, respectively, and ®, ; as the correlation matrix
at the transmit side of G;,7 =1, ---, N,,. We assume that the
correlation matrix ®,. at the receive side of G;, i =1,--- , Ny
are identical. Thus the instantaneous channel matrices can be
represented as

G; :q)éG;U(I)t%,i’ 1=1,--, Ny (7

H - ©:H'©, (=2 L (8)

where G’ and H}" are Gaussian random matrices with i.i.d.
zero mean and unit variance entries and unknown to all users
and all relay nodes. We assume that each node only has the
local channel correlation knowledge. In particular, the ith user

knows ®;, ¢ =1,--- , N,, the first relay node knows ®,. and
©, 2, and the [th relay node has the knowledge of ®,.; and
©¢ 141, =2,---,L — 1. Since channel correlation matrices

vary much slower than the instantaneous channel, they can be
estimated at the corresponding node with a reasonably high
precision. We also assume that channel correlation matrices
©,,0,,,0=2-,L &, 6 and $;;,7=1,---,N,, are
all full rank.

The sum MI of the users-destination channel (5) for one
channel realization is given by

MI = log, |In, + A¥C;'A|

L
Ly, + QEIH) (

i=1

I 1
Q) 410, )

i=l

M=

= log,

( l (H,F;)
2 i=L

(H,F;) 9)

-

Il
h

K2
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where | - |, (-)7! denote matrix determinant and inversion,
respectively.

III. OPTIMAL STRUCTURE OF USER AND RELAY
MATRICES

We consider a practical MIMO relay system where the pre-
coding/amplifying matrix is designed locally at each user/relay
node. Obviously, since the channel fading is fast and the
instantaneous CSI is unknown at users and relay nodes, it
is impossible to design {B;} and {F;} to maximize MI in
9), where {F;} £ {F;,l =2,--- L}, and {B;} £ {B;,i =
1,-+-, Ny }. In this letter, we aim at maximizing E g [MI] by
exploiting the channel statistics, where the expectation Eg is
over the realization of all channels. The maximal ergodic sum
MI-based optimal multiuser multi-hop MIMO relay design
problem is given as

B [MI (10)

P @EFHY ))

i=j

max

{Fi}.{B:}
J

5.t EH[tr<Fl+1(i (®(H

j=1 =l
—|—INZ)F;L_I~_1>

<py1, I=1,---,L-1(11)

where tr(-) denotes matrix trace, (11) contains the averaged
transmission power constraint at each relay node, (12) includes
the transmission power constraint at each user, p; and g; are
the corresponding power budget.

Let us introduce the eigenvalue decompositions (EVDs) of

®r,l:VO,lA9,lV9{Ila @t,z:Ue,zEe,lUgfl, l=2,---,L (13)
®,=Vy 1M1V, ®1=Uy 54, Uf;, i=1,---  Ny14)

where the main diagonal elements of the eigenvalue matrices
are sorted in a decreasing order. The following Theorem
establishes the structure of the optimal user precoding matrices
and relay amplifying matrices.

THEOREM 1: The optimal structure of B; and F; in the
form of their singular value decompositions (SVDs) is given
by

B, = Uy Ay, i=1,---, Ny, (15)
Fi = UpApiVghy, 1=2,-- L (16)
PROOF: See Appendix A. O

Interestingly, from (15) and (16) we find that the optimal
precoding matrix at each user is the product of the eigenvector
matrix of the transmit side correlation matrix of the first-hop
channel and a diagonal power loading matrix. And the optimal
amplifying matrix at each relay node is the product of the
eigenvector matrix of the transmit side correlation matrix of
the forward channel, a diagonal power loading matrix, and
Hermitian transpose of the eigenvector matrix of the receive
side correlation matrix of the backward channel. Compared
with [8], our result in (15)-(16) is more general, since it holds
for multiuser scenarios by considering MIMO relays with a
finite dimension, and taking into account the noise vector at all
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relay nodes. Using (15)-(16), the optimal relay design problem
(10)-(12) is converted to the following power loading problem

L L l
Ex|log,|I >, A
(A} (A Hl o8 N0+(§1)( (l_ @
L 1
<Ay (ZH]) +A“> QELE:)||(17)
1=l 1=
l
s.t. tr(A'?,H_lAgyl) Zajtr(ﬁjzﬂj)
j=1
+tr(A'?,l+1) Spl+1a l= 17 aL_l (18)
tr(A7;) < g, i=1,,N, (19

where the definitions of H;, oy, II;, and ¥, [ = 1,--- , L,
are given in Appendix A.

For a multi-hop MIMO relay system with a finite dimension,
the analytic expression of (17) is still an open problem. Thus,
the problem (17)-(19) is very difficult to solve. In this letter,
we take a simple (but possibly) suboptimal solution such
that A = v L= 2, L, and A}, = B,
1= , Ny. From (33) in Appendlx A, we obtain that

HJ L vitr(2e,iAg 1), j =1,--- ,1—1, and thus we
have that

l
Z ajtr(EjQHJ
j=1

-1
= a;tr(T7M;) + tr(27A, )
j=1
-1 j+1
= Z H ’Yitr(EGJAQ,i—l)tr(A'?,jEQ,j) + tr(A'?,ZEQ,z)
j=1 i=l
-1 j+1
= Z H’yitr(297iAg7i,1)’”‘61‘(297]')+’yltr(297l), [ >2(20)
j=1 i=l

l Ny
Z Oéth‘ (2]21_[]) = Z/Bitr(2¢,i)>
j=1 i=1

where for simplicity, we define v1tr(Xg 1)
From (18)-(21), we now obtain that

=121

25N Bite(Bg).

Pi+1
Yi+1 = 5 l:1>7L_1
tr(Ag) Zézlajtr(xfﬂj) + N
qi .
i — g :17"'>NU‘
B 07 i

Finally, from (15)-(16), the user precoding matrices and relay
amplifying matrices are given by

Bi = \/BiU¢7i7
F, = ﬁer,lng_u

A distinct advantage of the user and relay matrices design
in (22)-(23) is that it is robust and very simple to implement. It
does not require any instantaneous CSI. In fact, each node only
needs the local knowledge on the channel correlation matrix,
performing the EVD and computing the power allocation
scaler locally. Such simple design is of great importance for

/L.:17"'>Nu7
1=2 L

(22)
(23)
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Fig. 2. Ergodic sum MI versus P. L =2, N =4, and N, = 2.

practical multiuser multi-hop MIMO relay systems. Interest-
ingly, in Section IV we will see that for a two-hop multiuser
MIMO relay system, the user and relay matrices design in
(22)-(23) only has a small performance degradation compared
with the optimal user and relay design using the instantaneous
CSIL

IV. NUMERICAL EXAMPLES

In this section, we study the performance of the proposed
multiuser multi-hop MIMO relay design algorithm through
numerical simulations. For simplicity, we consider systems
where all users have the same number of antennas (i.e.,
M, =M,i=1,---,N,), all relay nodes and the destination
node are equipped with the same number of antennas (i.e.,
Ny=N,l=1,---,Nr), and MN, = N. We assume that
all users have an identical transmission power ¢; = P/N,,
t=1,---,N,, and all relay nodes have the same transmission
power p; = P,l =2 --- L. We also assume that the channel
correlation matrices have the commonly used exponential
Toeplitz structure [5], [8] such that (@ ]y, = 9‘;’7_"‘,
[G)r,l]m,n = G‘TZL?”" [Qt,i}mm = ¢,‘:;7n‘, and [‘Pr]m,n =

Lm_"‘. The ergodic sum MI is obtained by averaging over

10* channel realizations. In the simulations, we compare the
proposed algorithm with the optimal user and relay matrices
design for multiuser multi-hop MIMO relay systems using
the instantaneous CSI (ICSI). The ICSI-based scheme uses the
iterative algorithm developed in [3] with the source-destination
MI as the objective function.

In our first example, we set L = 2, N = 4, and N,, = 2.
The channel correlation parameters are chosen as ¢; 1 = 0.5,
¢r2 = 0.6, ¢ = 0.2, 62 = 0.3, 0,2 = 0.5. Fig. 2 shows
the ergodic sum MI comparison between two algorithms. It
can be seen that the performance of the proposed algorithm
is very close to that of the optimal algorithm using the ICSI.

In the second example, we set L = 4, N = 9, N, =
3, and choose ¢;1 = 0.5, ¢s2 = 0.6, ¢r3 = 04, ¢ =
02,02 =03, 0,3 =64 =04, 6,0 =0.5, 0.3 =0.3,
0,4 = 0.4 as the channel correlation parameters. It can be seen
that with the increasing number of hops, the gap between the
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Fig. 4. Ergodic sum MI versus N,. L =2, M = 2, and P = 20dB.

proposed algorithm and the optimal algorithm using the ICSI
increases. However, the former algorithm has a much lower
computational complexity and signalling overhead compared
with the latter algorithm.

We investigate the ergodic sum MI of both algorithms
versus the number of users in our third example. We set L = 2,
M =2, P =20dB, ¢;; = 05,79 =1,--- , Ny, ¢ = 0.2,
02 = 0.3, and 6, 2 = 0.5. It can be seen from Fig. 4 that the
MI gap between the proposed algorithm and the ICSI-based
algorithm increases slightly as the number of users increases.

V. CONCLUSIONS

We developed the optimal structure of user precoding ma-
trices and relay amplifying matrices to optimize the ergodic
sum mutual information of multiuser multi-hop MIMO relay
communication systems. A simple power loading algorithm
was proposed. The proposed algorithm only has a small
performance degradation compared with the optimal user and
relay design using the instantaneous CSI, but greatly reduced
computational complexity and signalling overhead.
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APPENDIX A
PROOF OF THEOREM 1

The proof is conducted in three steps: First, we show that
B; in (15) minimizes the left-hand side of (12). Second, we
prove that F; in (16) minimizes the left-hand side of (11). At
last, we show that (15)-(16) is also optimal for the objective
function (10).

Using (13) and (14), we can write the channel matrices in
(7) and (8) as

L w 3 y7H
G; = V971A02,1V9,1Gi U¢7i2d2>7iU¢vi

1 _ 1
= Vo1A$,GX2 UL, i=1,---,N, (24)
H, = Vo, AZ VAHPU,, 2 UY
L= Vo,ixg 1 Vot Yo,14g %01
1 1
= VoA HiZZ UY, 1=2,---,L (25)

where G; £ Vfng”UW and H; 2 VQ{IZH}”U(;J have the
same statistics as G}’ and H}’, respectively. From (24) and
(25) we have

1 _ _
H\F, = V971A(371[G17-“ .Gy, |
xbd(S2, UL By, 2 Uy By,)

HF, = V971A§7lﬁ12§71U5{lF1, =2, L.

Let us also introduce the following SVDs
1
Eéﬂ‘ng’Bi = QAP
1 H % "
5. UpFiVo—1Ag, =0 Vi,

1=1,---,Ny(26)

1=2,-,L 27)

where Q; and P; are M, x M; unitary matrices, U; and V; are
N;_1 X N;_1 unitary matrices, and the main diagonal elements
of A; and X; are sorted in a decreasing order. By using (26)
and (27) we have

! 1 2 1 1
QEF) = VorAf, Q) (HZ;, U FiVos 147, )
i=L i=L

_ 1 3
XHlbd(E;JUngly T 72;,NuU¢f,INuBN“)

1
— VorAj, R (HUE V)

(28)

i=L
where for the notational simplicity, we define Hy £ [Gy, - -,
GNu]a Ul £ bd(Qla e 7QNu)7 Z:1 é bd(Ala e aANu)v

and V; £ bd(Py,---,Py,). From (26) and (27), we can

also obtain that for [ =2,--- , L,
l L . l
QHF:) Q) (FIH]) = Vo LAz, X (HUE V)
i=L =l i=L
L

(ViEiUfII:IfI)AéLV;IL.
i=l

XAe,z 1 (29)

Now we consider the constraints in (11) and (12). From
(26), the power consumed at each user is given by

_1 o Ha—1\ .
¢,12Q74A’LQ2 2(;5,?)71:17""

It can be seen from [9, 9.H.1.h] that tr(B;B) > tr (E;%A?),
where the equality holds if and only if Q; is an M; x M;

tr(B;BH) = tr(E N,. (30)
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diagonal matrix with unit-norm main diagonal elements, i.e.,
[Qilm,m| = 1,[Qilmmn = 0,m,n =1,---, M;,m # n. For
the sake of simplicit;/, we choose Q; = Iy, and from (26), we
have B; = U2, ? A;P{’. Since the objective function (10)
is invariant to P;, for simplicity, we also choose P; = Iy,.
We will show later that such structure of B, is also optimal
for the objective function (10).

Using (26) and (27), the averaged power consumption at
the lth relay node in (11),! =1,---, L — 1, can be written as

o tr<Fl+1 ( ZZ: ( é(HiFi) ®(FHHH)) +INZ)F;11>

j=1 i=l =7

J

l
= Egltr (Fl+1 (> (Vouns, @ LUz VI

Jj=1 i=l

l
® (VS UIHI)AG V) + INZ)FffH)
i=j
_1 ! J
— Ey tr<297f+1Ul+121+1( Y REE) VIV,

j=11i=l

!
~ _1
®(EiH?)+Vﬁ1A(;lle+1) ElJrlUﬁlEOj—i-l) G

i=j

where H; £ VlHHlUl, l=1,---,L—1and
IN lZl'
Ay 0’ s
Hl_{Ae_ll—l’ =2, L.

From [10], we know that for an N x N Gaussian random
matrix H with i.i.d. zero mean and unit variance entries, there
is Eg[HAH!] = tr(A)Iy. Thus we have

Ex ®(H %) VALV, ® (=0

=l i=j
=a;tr(3,VIILV;Z)) Iy, j=1,---,1(32)
where
A 1, ‘ Jj=1
o { Hg:ll tr(Ef), Jg=1-1-1, (l 2 2)' 53

Using (32), (31) can be rewritten as
—3 2 y1H s 3 : H
tr(Ee,lﬂUlHEl+1Ul+129,z+1)ZO‘J'tr(EjVj ILV,%;)
j=1

1 1
(25 1 U S VI AG Vi Ben UL 35 7 ) G4)

Similar to (30), (34) is minimized if and only if Uj;y; is
an N; x N; diagonal matrix with unit-norm main diagonal
elements, and Vjisan N;_xN;_1,j =1,---,141, diagonal
matrix with unit-norm main diagonal elements. For simplicity,
we choose U1 = Iy, and V; = IN] s j =1,---,1+ 1.

From (27), we obtain F; = Uy 1291 EZA“ Vi1

Now we start to consider the objective function. Since
H;U; has the same distribution as Hy, and V2 H;U;
has an identical distribution as H;, [ = 1,---,L — 1, by

+1
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substituting (28) and (29) back into (10), the objective function
(10) can be equivalently rewritten as

L L l
En[MI]|=Eg|log, Tn,+ Q) (Z:H) | Y Q) (H,E:)
=1 =2 i=L
L ) S
(;ll—1Vl® (EinI)“‘A(ZlL ®(H122)

i=l i=L

xVH . (35)

It can be seen from (35) that the objective function is irrelevant
toP;, Q;,i=1,--- ,Ny,and U, [ =2,--- | L. Thusi the
optimal B; is indeed B; = Uy ;Ap,; with Ap; = E;f i
1=1,--+,N,.

Let us introduce the EVD of

SVEA, ViZ, =STSE, 1=2,---,L (36)

where S; is an N;_; X N;_; unitary matrix, and I'; is the
Nj_1 x N;_; diagonal eigenvalue matrix. We can rewrite (35)
as

Eyx[MI] = Eg|log,|Ixn, + M#

< (Mg + ZTZHlI‘lHZ /")

M‘ (37)
l_

where for notational s1mphc1ty, we define M £ ®l L(H ),
Hl £ HZSZ, [l = ,L, TL £ INL, and TZ £
®l+1 (H;X), [ = 2,~-~ 7L— 1. It can be seen that M does
not depend on V;, I = 2,--- | L, thus M does not affect the
structure of the user and relay matrices.

Due to the contribution of the noise at all relay nodes to
the destination node (which is ignored in [8]), the closed-form
expression of the optimal I'; that maximizes (37) by satisfying
(36) is very difficult to obtain. On the other hand, it can be
shown from [11] that log,|I + X ~!| is a convex function of
X, and from Jensen’s inequality we have E [logg I+Xx-! |] >
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10g2|I +

(E[X])"!|. Thus (37) can be lower-bounded by
By [MI) >

Ep|logy|In,+M ( L+ZT;E [H,I,H] ]TH M‘

—1
= Ey|log,|Iy, + MH(A;lL n Ztr(F;)T;TZH ) M|| 38)
1=2
where we applied Jensen’s inequality to matrix variables
H,I H, 1 =2,---, L. Obviously, to maximize (38), tr(T;)
should be minimized. From [9, 9.H.1.h] and (36), we know
that tr(T';) > tr(EQAe _1)» Where the equality holds if and
only if V; is an N;_; x N;_; diagonal matrix with unit-
norm main diagonal elements. Therefore, we prove the optimal

1

structure of B; and F; in (15) and (16) with Ay ; L 2¢ ZA;,
_1 _1 ’

1= 1, 7Nu, and Af,l ézeleAef_l’ l :27 ’L_
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